USA v. Safehouse, et al., Civil Action No. 19-0519 (E.D. Pa)

On July 10, 13 amicus (friends of the court) briefs were filed in U.S. v. Safehouse in federal court in Philadelphia. 132 individuals and
organizations, composed of 64 current and former prosecutors and law enforcement officials, 8 states, and 6 cities, filed 11 amicus
briefs in support of Safehouse. 7 amici filed a brief in opposition and 4 law professors filed a brief in support of neither party.
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measures as part of a comprehensive program to
combat the opioid crisis in Philadelphia. Firm attorneys
advocate on behalf of these organizations for a
medically-supervised consumption and observation
site to be operated by Safehouse. The brief explains
that harm reduction proved its efficacy during the
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HIV/AIDS epidemic in the United States and continues
to prove it saves lives in dozens of cities around the
globe today and is critical in reversing the foremost
public health crisis of our day.

Amici curiae are religious leaders in the Philadelphia
community and beyond whose sincerely held religious
beliefs align with Safehouse’s mission to protect the
lives of those at risk by offering medically supervised
overdose prevention. Amici therefore provide this
brief in support of Safehouse to confirm that the
Safehouse Board Members’ sincere religious beliefs
form an integral part of the faith that their communities
expect them to follow and that the U.S. Attorney’s
action, if successful, would substantially burden those
sincere beliefs.
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The District of Columbia, joined by a broad coalition of
states, filed an amicus brief defending States' ability
to enact innovative public health policies to address
the opioid crisis. The brief explains that localities and
States feel the effects of the opioid epidemic in
different ways, and it is within their power to
implement tailored solutions that will best serve their
communities—including safe injection sites. Further,
the Controlled Substances Act was not intended to
prohibit life-saving public health interventions and
should not be interpreted as such.

The national public health and medical organization
brief provides an overview of the scientific and
medical literature documenting the individual and
public health benefits of supervised consumption
sites, including preventing fatal drug overdoses,
reducing transmission of infectious disease, and
providing a bridge to substance use treatment and
argues that public health and medical interventions
like supervised consumption sites actually further the
intents and purposes of the federal Controlled
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Substances Act. Amici include national professional
associations representing schools of public health and
academics, public health government officials,
physicians, nurses, pharmacists, social workers, and
drug treatment specialists as well as national public
health, infectious disease, and harm reduction
organizations.
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Over 60 current and former prosecutors and law
enforcement leaders from around the nation filed an
amicus brief highlighting the importance of harm
reduction strategies, including overdose prevention
sites, in addressing the overdose crisis and
promoting public safety. Arguing that the
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criminalization of substance use has only
exacerbated public health and eroded trust in the
justice system, these criminal justice leaders asserted
that interpreting federal laws to bar empirically
validated health-based interventions like harm
reduction measures would “make no one safer [and]
would only impede cooperation between criminal
justice agencies and the communities they serve.”
They also pointed to experiences in other parts of the
world establishing that harm reduction strategies,
including overdose prevention sites, save lives,
promote public trust in the justice system and are a
more effective response to substance use disorder.
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The amicus brief on behalf of the Philadelphia Mayor
Jim Kenney and Health Commissioner Dr. Thomas
Farley details how Philadelphia is suffering through
the greatest public health emergency in living memory
and how the research shows that Safehouse will save
lives, connect people with treatment, and reduce
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Katherine Franke (Law,
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Dechert LLP Michael H.
McGinley
Judah Bellin

Justin M. Romeo

Steven B. Feirson

problems associated with opioid use. The brief
provides the reasons why the Mayor and Health
Commissioner believe that Safehouse is an important
part of the City’s strategy for fighting the opioid crisis
in order to save lives and alleviate the damage
wrought by the crisis.
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Katherine Franke
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